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Summary: One-Parent Students Leave School Earlier
The Article by Kathleen et al (2015) observes that there is an alarming social trend in the past 40 years of increasing educational disadvantage of children raised in low-income families. And the gap keeps widening.
Apart from income inequality as a factor for widening educational attainment gaps, this article (Kathleen et al, 2015) seeks to establish what accounts for the increasing achievements and attainment gaps. By analysing various data sources, the article shows that apart from income, demographic measures such as single parenthood and level of education contributes to the widening of educational gap. For instance, it observes that there is an increase in standard deviation in a single-parent measure associated with drop in children’s completed schooling by one-quarter of a year; contrasted to an equivalent change in maternal education level that adds about three-quarters of schooling to a child.
Other factors the article alludes to as a major contributor of this trend include family structure, age of mother and number of siblings, child’s sex, race/ethnicity, and whether the child was the mother’s first born.
It concludes that the above patterns (family resources and processes in single-parent families) may contribute and result in low levels of educational attainment for children.
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